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BB. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM JACK MEYER 

BB-1 Traffic Mitigation Inadequate. The commentator expresses concern that the Draft EIR 
did not adequately assess the traffic impacts to the larger surrounding area, including the 
Samarkand neighborhood, and therefore adequate mitigation has not been identified in 
the EIR.  The EIR analyzed 22 intersections in the project area that could potentially be 
impacted by traffic trips generated by the proposed hospital project.  The intersection of 
Tallant Road at Las Positas was among the 22 analyzed intersections.  Page 13-24 of the 
EIR describes the analysis conducted for Tallant Road/Las Positas and concludes that 
delays at this intersection would increase.  However, a signal warrant analysis for this 
intersection concluded that a traffic signal is not warranted at this location.  No other 
feasible mitigation was identified to alleviate the traffic at this intersection.  It should be 
noted that Mitigation Measure TRF-1, referenced on page 13-26, would provide funding 
for the preparation of a Project Study Report to study access and circulation 
improvements that would benefit the entire surrounding area, including the Samarkand 
neighborhood. 

 
BB-2 Access to Hospital. Please refer to Response to Comment BB-1. 
 
BB-3 Traffic Effects/Samarkand. The Samarkand Retirement Community was not discounted 

in the EIR for Cottage Hospital.  Samarkand was taken into consideration in the EIR in 
the cumulative analysis.  The cumulative analysis is explained on pages 13-18 and 13-19 
of the EIR.  The cumulative project list that was taken into consideration totaled 110 
projects.  That list is included in Volume III of the DEIR, Appendix C.  In the analysis of 
the 110 projects on the cumulative list, the smaller projects that would generate 10 peak 
hour trips or fewer were assigned a growth rate of 1 percent per year, which was added to 
the existing traffic volumes.  The Samarkand Master Plan is proposing 19 net new units, 
which amounts to less than 10 peak hour trips and therefore is included in the 1 percent 
growth rate assigned to the existing traffic volumes. 

 
BB-4 Traffic Effects/St. Francis Closure. The closure of St. Francis occurred in June 2003, 

and SBCH’s July patient volumes indicate a temporary sharp increase as a result of the 
closure.  Additionally, the traffic counts to determine existing traffic volumes were 
undertaken in July 2003.  Therefore, the traffic analysis does reflect the patient volume 
shift as a result of the closure of St. Francis.  The July 2003 temporary sharp increase was 
also accounted for in determining the future growth rate of inpatient and outpatient 
volumes.  The growth rate was a factor in determining the trip rate for the existing and 
proposed hospital.  Please refer to Topical Response 1 on trip generation. 

 
The commentator’s comments expressing concern regarding the traffic, noise, and 
disruption that will be created by the proposed hospital project are noted and will be 
forwarded to decision-makers.  The commentator has concerns about the Oak Park 
neighborhood serving as the medical office provider for the area.  It should be noted that 
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the City’s General Plan has recognized this growing trend as well.  There has been a 
continuous transition from residential to medical office and apartment use.  The 
recommended mitigation measures on page 13-29 relate to the closure of Castillo and are 
intended to help offset the neighborhood livability impacts anticipated on the surrounding 
street network.   

 
BB-5 Cumulative Traffic. The commentator expresses concern that the Draft EIR does not 

consider the Samarkand Retirement facility’s future plans, the influx of medical 
supportive services, and the lack of an adequate transportation/traffic management plan.  
Please refer to Response to Comment BB-3 regarding the inclusion of the Samarkand 
Retirement facility in the EIR analysis.  Pages 13-13 and 13-18 of the EIR describe the 
Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan (NTMP) related to the Oak Park neighborhood, 
which has been underway since January 2004 and which is expected to be adopted by the 
City Council in the summer of 2005.  The plan addresses traffic and parking concerns in 
the Oak Park neighborhood (which includes the Samarkand community).  Also, please 
refer to Response to Comment BB-7 regarding the NTMP. 

 
BB-6 Traffic Mitigation. The feasibility of the traffic-related mitigations in the EIR as noted 

in this comment is not determined by SBCH’s willingness to do them.  The rest of the 
comments relative to mitigations are noted; City staff will not be recommending the 
northbound ramp at Earl Warren as feasible mitigation to decision-makers, or a ramp 
metering, free right-turn at US 101 at Mission Boulevard.  The project study report is a 
proportional mitigation measure, considering the scope of the project.  The construction 
of the bridge would be too expensive for SBCH to pay for exclusively under nexus 
guidelines per CEQA.  However, the bridge has been deemed a feasible way to mitigate 
the existing and future LOS impacts at three of the impacted intersections; therefore, a 
project study report is SBCH’s fair-share contribution to mitigate the impacts to select 
intersections.  The comment about the plan lacking a comprehensive approach to dealing 
with neighborhood traffic impacts will be taken into consideration by the decision-
makers.  

 
BB-7 Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan. The comment references the Oak Park 

Neighborhood Traffic Management Program (NTMP). Some of the components of the 
Mobility Plan, which is the product of the NTMP, are included as recommended 
mitigation for the Cottage Hospital project.  The decision-makers will be responsible for 
evaluating the Cottage Hospital project and determining whether it presents a 
comprehensive plan that deals effectively with traffic and growth. 
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